Texts (available at the College Bookstore)
Required:
Richard Barsam and David Monahan, Looking at Movies (5 th Edition) (once you have purchased it, you have access to the EBook and the student resources assigned for homework and in preparation for papers and tests, most of these are also on Moodle) 2. Recommended: Geoffrey Nowell-Smith, Oxford History of World Cinema (OWC)
Course Reserves
Additional required readings are available on electronic reserve through our weekly reading folders on Moodle. When you enroll in this class, you automatically register on our Moodle site. Go to the Moodle gateway and login. Here you can access course-related announcements, course documents and this online syllabus.
McCabe reserves houses pertinent film criticism. Consult Tripod for further material.
McCabe DVD/Video Reserves houses our selection of films and videos screened for the class on Sundays and in class. These visual resources are to stay available for me from Sunday through Tuesday. For individual or project-related group screenings, you may access them at McCabe between Wednesday and Saturday.
Supplementary Resources for Research
You can use Looking at Movies and The Film Experience's website, the Internet Movie Database and the resource links on the FMST homepage for production credits, but learn to become familiar with more scholarly resources. Websites can be great assets and make fascinating research topics in the course of our media component, but they are not reliable as quotable resources. Try instead the library's International Film Index, International Index to the Performing Art, and the MLA Index for periodical literature, and our textbooks' extensive bibliographies for further reading.
Film Glossary and Flash Cards
Learn the discipline's idioms and terms with the chapter by chapter flashcards from Looking at Movies (on Moodle) and use The Film Experience's Glossary while you are reading and writing. You can access this glossary of key terms in dictionary or chapter format.
Course Requirements

Regular Attendance, Homework Preparation and Class Participation: 15 %
• Attendance at screenings and in class: More than one unexcused absence will negatively affect your grade! • • • Class Screenings -Before each screening on Sunday night, read the Screening Checklist on Moodle to prepare yourself! Before class, watch the video tutorials appearing in the week's Moodle list! Core Films Assignment -To increase your historical and formal understanding of films, you need to watch at least one of the listed core films in addition to our class screening every week! This will prepare you to place our screened films in context and compare different uses of formal means to create meaning. Take notes and select two of these screened films for your Wiki assignments. You can find most of the films on DVDs in McCabe, or streamed on Amazon, Netflix or YouTube.
Readings -The assigned readings will familiarize you with the new language of film, the critical, historical, theoretical, methodological and production aspects of film as an experience, an industry, an ideology, and an art form. And they will prod you to develop improved analytical viewing AND discussion skills! Diligently reading the articles before class will also prepare you for the contextualization of quotes in midterm and final exams! Maximum of 3 students per group. Sign up for either week. Objective: Presenting a specific topic by incorporating a 30 min. discussion of a chosen film or medium, either through close formal analysis of one-two scenes maximum, or an informed (!) discussion of medium-specificity (production, structure, content, dissemination, reception/audience/fan studies, how the medium has been theorized by pertinent academic critics -NOT Roger Ebert or Rotten Tomatoes!). Leading class discussion after the presentation for 10-15 mins. This is NOT show and tell or a behind the scenes look (e.g. "how Scorsese shot Taxi Driver") -I expect an analytical process! Read Project Instructions on Moodle! 6. In-Class Final Exam: 20%
In-Class Etiquette
NO eating during class! Eat before 1:15pm or during break around 2:30pm! NO cell phone use during class, unless instructed for educational purposes
Disability Accommodation
If you believe that you need accommodations for a disability, please contact Leslie Hempling in 8. When you introduce a significant character's name for the first time, include the actor's name in parenthesis: Lara Croft (Angelina Jolie). This information is readily available from reference works, the IMDB website or your own note-taking (another reason to stay for the credits!) 9. You do not need to footnote when quoting dialogue, just introduce the reader to the context of the scene you are about to quote.
